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RECONNAISSANCE EROSION SURVEY, CASWELL COUNTY 


Moderate sheet erosion, 
occasional gullies 


Severe sheet erosion, 


Moderat heet osior 
frequent gullies erate sheet erosion 


Severe sheet erosion, | | 
occasional gullies ee rere 


Little or no erosion 


Prepared from: North Carolina Erosion Survey, 1934 
U.S.D.A., Soil Conservation Service 
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REPORT Ol} UNIFIED PROGRAM 
CASWELL COUNTY, NORTH C:.ROLIM.: 
February 7, 1940 


‘Section I - Objectives 


The economy of Caswell County is based entirely upon agriculture with 
tobacco as the only cash crop. liost of the economic and social problems have 
grown out of the system of farming, which, during the past 75 years, has changed 
from a balanced and self-sufficing type to a one=cash-crop today. Erosion, depleted 
soils, tenancy, scarcity of livestock and lack of balance in farm enterprises have 
resulted from this shift in the system of farming. Correcting these problems will 
involve changes in farming practices now used and also a modification of the system 
of farming to permit more efficient use of resources on farmse It is not expected 
that the production of tobacco will be discontinued or necessarily greatly reduced. 
It is anticipated that other enterprises will be added to supplement the income 
from tobacco both from a standpoint of making the farm more self-sufficing and in 
establishing additional sources of farm income. 


The problems and general recommendations outlined by the land use planning 
committees are summarized on pages 5858 of the Intensive Report, copies of which 
are attachede Some of these problems are inter-related to the extent that a 
solution of one problem may also offer a partial solution for other problems. The 
objectives to be accomplished through a unified program in the county are based on 
these problems and recomnendationus. The following long-time objectives have been 
set ups; 


le Establish a program of erosion control and soil improvement on 
every farm in Caswell County, insofar as possiblee This will 
involves 


& Terrace construction on all land adapted to this method of 
erosion control. 


be ore widespread use of crop rotations, cover crops, strip 
cropping, contour cultivation, limestone and phosphate, 
Cover crops will include summer and winter legumes and 
perennial -vegetation such as sericea lespedeza and Kudzu 
where needed in the farm programe 


Ce Reforestation where needed and better woodland management. 
This will include retirement of cropland which is unsuite 
able for continued crop production. 


de. Development of more and better pastures. 


Ze Endeavor to increase farm income and raise the standard of living 
throughs; 


ae A more balanced farm program including a greater diversity 
of crops and better balance between crops and livestock. 
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be More emphasis on a “"live-at-home" program including 
production of sufficient feed for the livestock and 
food for the family. 


Improve farm organization and management on every farm through 
establishment of complete farm plens,. insofar as possible, with 
consideration being give: to "1" and "2" above. 


Set up a county-wide forestry program, including reseeding and 
better forestry management, in connection with the working out 
of complete farm plans, for the purpose of restoring to some 
extent the forest resources of the county. 


Improve the status of farm tenancy, including landlord=tenant 
relationships, type of agreements and economic and social condi- 
tions resulting from the present tenancy systeme 


Establish organized county health service in cooperation with 
the State Board of Health. 


Set up a program of beautification and improvement of farm homes, 
public buildings and grounds. 


Establish reereational facilities in the county including community 


centers, wildlife refuges and 2 county library with traveling 
library facilities 


Reestablish drainage along I’oon, Eogans, Rattlesnake, Hyco and 

Lynch creeks, Horsleys Branch, and the upper reaches of Country 
Line Creek so that the fertile bottom lands along these streams 
can be utilized for pasture, hay and other close growing cropse 
This will involve; 


© 


e An erosion control and agricultural conservation program 
oi. slopes adjoining these streams and, 


be Cleaning out and straightening stream channels where 
necessarye 
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Section II - Proposed Unified Action 


Aa ee ee 


Wost of the economic and sociol problems affecting rural life in Caswell 
County are the direct result of improper use of the lande The long continued abuse 
of the land, through o one=cro») system of farming, has brought about severe soil 
erosion and depleted soils which constitute the most serious land usc problom of 
the countye These conditions have caused low farm incomes, high percentage of 
tenancy, low standards of living and lack of public funds to maintain adequate 
public services. It is the opinion of the Committee that the most important prob- 
lem for immediate consideration is depleted soils since the solution of most of 
the other problems will depend upon development of the land resources of the 
county. Therefore, the two main objectives selected for unified action in 1940 
are better farm organization and management and community and home improvements. 


a mn a in prea ee FE a A de ee 


The several action agencies operating in the county are interested in, and 
working tovard, the above objectivese All of these agencies have made definite 
commitments for action in 1940 which will be more clearly indicated in Section IIT 
of this reporte The various agencies operating dircctly in accord with the pro- 
posals set forth below ares Extension Scrvice, soil Conservation Service, Farm 
security administration, Vocetional Education, and agricultural Adjustment “dminis- 
tration. The Bureau of jgriculturel Economics is carrying on a short-time research 
study in cooperation with tho N, Ce igricultural Experiment Station for the purpose 
of supplying basic information to the County Comnittee. 


PART I - BETTER FiRM ORGANIZATION AND M.NAGEMENT. 


ae 


ee me en ee orn eee 


Ie Erosion Control and Improvement of Soils: 


Soil erosion ranges from mild shect erosion in limited areas to severe 
sheet erosion and deep gullies throughout most of the countye Thousands 
of acres have been forced out of cultivation by the ravages of erosion 
and many farms have been reduced to a very low state of productivity by 
soil depleting practices which have boen major factors in accelerating 
Grosione. The committee believes that the solution of the problem lics 
within the development of the following factors, which are directly 
related to the problem of erosione 


Ae Toerracings 


1. Sponsor demonstrations with 4=H Clubs and other groupse 

2e Sponsor six educational mectings including construction of Vedrags.e 

Se Obtain additional horse-drawn equipment for use of farmers in 
construction of tcrraces.s 

4. Construct:2,475 acres of terracese 


Be Cover Crops: 


le Promote increased planting of cover crods through timely circulars 
and news articles.e 

2s Sponsor educational meetings and demonstrations. 

5s Strongly advocate usc of legumes and cover crops in all farm plans. 

4. Encourage increased tse of cover crops and legumes through student 
and adult vocational classese 

Se Plant 190 acres Kudzu. 
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6 Seed 3,875 acres of crimson clover. 

7. Seed 5,230 acres of other winter cover crops. 

8. Sced 11,750 acres of lespedeza for sumacr cover. 
9. Sponsor seeding of 620 acres of perennial hay. 


Ce Crop Rotations: 


le Sponsor 10 educational meetings. 

2e Establish farm plans, including adequate crop rotations on 455 farms. 

Se Sponsor study of proper rotations in student and adult vocational 
classese 

4, Sponsor 15 special crop rotation demonstrations. 


De Pastures 


le Encourage pasture improvement through educational relcascs. 

2e Sponsor 19 specinl pasture demonstrations. 

Se Eneourage vocational students and 4=H Club members with livestock 
projects to establish one acre of improved pasture per animal unit. 

4, Sponsor secding of 570 acres of pasture. 

5. Sponsor application of limestone and phosphate on 245 acres of 
pasture. 


Ee Limestone and Phosphates 


le Encourage use of limestone on all pasture, hay and small graine 

@e Encourage use of lime spreader on rental basis by all farmers 
cooperating with Soil Conscrvation District. 

Se Distribute 3,425 tons of lime. 

4. Distribute 71 tons of triplc-superphosphate. 


Forestry: 


Forest products have been practically cxhaustede There is very little saw 
timber left in the county and fuel wood for curing tobacco is scarce in many . 
localitiese So few seed trees of desirable species have been left that 
reforestation is taking place with “serub" pine which has little commercial 
values Woodland management is confined mostly to a limitod numbor of special 
demonstrations which have beon started during the past five years. This con- 
dition presents 4 serious problom, the solution of which would definitely 
influence tho accomplishment of the major objectives set forth carliecr. 


Ae Reforestation: 


le. Encourage reforestation through distribution of circular material 
and news articlese 

2e Encourage tree planting as project for vocational students and 
4-H Club mombcrse 

Se Seed 96 acres of forest seedlings, of which 40,000 will be 
furnished by the Soil Conscrvntion District to cooperating 
farmers. 


Bs Forestry Management: 


le Sponsor release of two news articles and one circular letter 
on selective cuttings 
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2e Sponsor six adult and two 4-H Club demonstrations on thinning 
and selective cutting. 

3. Sponsor four demonstrations with vocational students and stress 
forestry management in student ond adult vocntional classes. 

4. Encourage woodland management by inclusion in all farm plans, 

Se Initiate prover thinning of 86 acrcs. 


III. Tenancys 


Caswell is one of 16 cowtics in North Carolina in which more than 65 percent 
of the farm operators are tenantse Farm tenancy and the one-crop system of 
farming prevalent throughout the county go hand~in-hand and contribute greatly 
to the problems of soil erosion and depleted soils. The welfare of tenant 
families varies from year to year with the price of tobacco but their social 
and economic status is gencrally poor. The opinion of the Committee is that 
tenaney not only presents a problem dircetly related to the welfare of the 
county but also is a most difficult problom due to the cropping system, 
habits, and age-old practiccse 


Ae Type and Duration of Landlord-Tcnant igreements and Farm Owmerships 


le Sponsor cducational mectings for general discussion of tenancy 
and tenant agreements. 

2e Encourage discussion of various types of agrecments by vocational 
teachers in classroom worke 

5e Stimulate interest in written agreements between landlords and 
tenants by execution of written agreements between vocational 
students, parcnts and vocational teachers. 

4. Encourage long-tixe leases and written agreements in every way 
possible. 

5.2 Encourage landlords to make soil conservation practices more 
attractive to tenants through special inducements, 

6. Encourage better housing provision, in leasing arrengoments 
where necessary. 

7. Discourage farm ownership by tenants without ianagerial ability. 

8. iissist at least six tenants with tenant purchase loans. 


Be Improved Housing and Living Conditions; 


1. Assist tenant families through Home Demonstration Clubs in home 
improvement, including screening, whitewashing outbuildings and 
improving toilets. 


@e Encourage improvement of facilities in homes, including kitchen 
equipment and storage space for food supplics, becding and clothing. 


IVe Livestock: 


The deficiency of livestock in the county is shown by the 1935 U. Se Census 
which reported loss than two cattle of all ages per farm. An average of 
less than eight brood sows for cach 100 farm units was indicated. The 
average farm flock of poultry is very inadequate. The quality of livestock 
is poor and the number of purebred animals is coxtremely small. The Com- 
mittee believes that livestock could be developed as a supplementary source 
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of cash income. However, it is realized that the first objective should be 
to supply farm families with livestock and livestock products neccossary to 
the dict and health of the pcople. The Committec will sponsor and parti-=- 
cipate in the following activities. 


de Attempt to initiate program for control of Bang's disease. 

Be Sponsor local legisletion to rcquire vaccination of all swine shipped 
into the county. 

Ce Sponsor effort to obtain more and bottor livestock to supply home noeds 
and as a supplomentary source of farm income, the increase in livestock 
to bo in proportion to the increased acreage of feed and pasture cropse 

D. Attempt to place a high quality jack, 11 purebred bulls, 9 heifers, 

8 boars, and 8 sows and gilts. 

Be Encourage 4= H Club members and vocational students to carry on 121 
livestock projcctse Will oncourage tho purchase of purebred livestock 
through FSA junior club loans, if necdced. 

F. Eneourage blood-tested flocks and the purchasc of quality baby chicks. 

Livesat=Home Programs 


One of tho outstanding factors contributing to the wealmess of the present 
economy in Caswoll County is the lack of food and focd supplies to supple- 
ment cash income. The Comnittce belicves that this by all means, should be 
recognized in the unificd progrem and plans concerning county probloms 
include this as one medium of attack. It is thought that year-round gardens 
and increased feed for livestock can do much to correct other farm problems, 
such as low farm incomes, crosion, health, ctc. The following activities 
will be undertakens 


jie Prepare and sond to cach farmer, scasonolly, a practical plan for 
year-round gardcene 

Be Sponsor 4 scriecs of educational mectings on “live-atehome" as a 
definite part of the farming program. 

Ce Sponsor mectings on growing more garden produce for salce 

De Sponsor one mecting and two demonstrations with farmers and four 
mectings with cach Nogro 4-H Club on food preservation. 

Be Sponsor a scries of meetings and demonstrations with form women on 
food preservation. 

Fe Encourage the planting of small orchards and vineyards where practicale 

Ge Sponsor « campaign for the planting of 2,770 ycar-round gardens and tho 
preservation of foode 

He Encourage discussion of yoar-round gardening in vocational classes and 
assistance to students in planning gordens.e 

Ie Encourage establishment of school projccts in which studcnts will 
construct hotbeds and cold frames for growing carly plants in con= 
nection with the garden programe 

Je Sponsor raising enough livestock for home necds as outlined in IV. 


Recommended Adjustments in Asi Programs 


The Anu program, serving approximately 1,800 farms out of 2 total of about 
2,200,would probably better serve the unificd progrom in tho county if 
certain minor changes were madc to promote definite activity not only with 
respect to compliance with iii regulations but also im line with goals and 
objectives covering the subjccts of more balanced farming and erosion 
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control. The following recommendations werc made by the County wu. Com- 
mittee and approved by the County Land Use Planning Comittee; 


Ae Chango credit value of secding practice for all crops listed in 
Practice Noe 9 (regulation AA bulletin N.C.401) from one-half 
unit to one unit per acre. 


Be Suspension of any penalty againsy excecding gencral soil-deplceting 
allotment in view of contempl.ced expansion of food and feed pro- 
duction in connection with unified program. 


Ce Have liebane, "Ce and law River, NeCe approved as shipping points 
for lime and phosphate to Caswell County at sano rate (/)2.35) as 
other shipping points in the countye This is desirable because of 
the peculiar location of railway facilitics in the county. 


The above recommendations were discussed jointly p. the Nxccutive Committec 
of the State Land Use Planning Committee and the Statc Chairman of the AAA 
Committece The following conclusions were reached by the Comittee with 
respect to each recommendetions 


jee The Statc Committec approves this recommendetjion to be mado 
effective in 1941. Sincec any increase in uni’; credit for seeding 
crops listed in Practice Nose 9 would involve a special concession 
by the National Comittce and approval by the Scerctary of Agrie 
culture, this change could not be made efferiive in 1940 but it 
is recomnended that the matter be given car3ful consideration for 
1941. 


Be The State Committce is in accord with the iccommendation made by the 
County Committec. The Comnittec, however, was assured by the chair- 
mon of the Stato it Committce that any adjustments in general soil 
depleting allotments necded this year could bo made up to April 15 
from the prosent State reserves 


C. The State Committec approves the recommendation as made but, realiz- 
ing the procedure involved in making the adjustment cffective im-= 
mediately, refers the matter to the State and National AAA committees 
for careful consideration. 


PART IL = COMMUNITY AND HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
Public Health Services 


The county has no full-time public health service in cooperation with the 
State Board of Healths consequently, little advantage is taken of thé op» 
portunities available for free scrvices, since the State Board of Health 
does not opcrate in countics which do not have organized health sorvice. 
This type of service is greatly needed on account of the high percentage 
of low income families in this county which are not financially able to 
obtain proper medical carc. The Committce bolieyes that this problem 
with the present opportunity for correcting it through cooperative effort 
is one that can affect matcrially the long-time welfare of the comunity 
and will undertake the following activiticss 
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he Carry on educational work through organized clubs to promotco better 
health conditions and stimulate interest in establishing public 
health sorvicc in cooperation with the State Foard of Health. 

Be Conduct four moctings with Negroes and invite doctors to be spoakcrs. 

Ce Encourage the practice of FSA of requiring borrowcors.to varticipate 
in a medical care program or sot up medical fund in joint-controlled 
bank account. 

De Emphasize health preservation through propor dicts, sanitation, ctc» 


IIe Beautification and Improvoinents 


There is evident need for a program to improve the appearance of farm homes 
and also public buildings and grounds. liany abandoned farm buildings, such 
as old tobacco barns, detract from tho appoarance of the farmstcade . Tho 
appearance of many public centers, such os churchcs and schools, can bo 
improved groatly by organized community cffort without excessive oxpcnsce 
Repainting of farm homes and other buildings where possible and morc thought 
in storago or arranagement of farming imploments when not in usc would.add 
to the attractiveness of the homes and communitics. It is thought, therefore, 
that attention diroctced toward this problom can affect materially farmer 
inspiration, pride of ovmership, and the general psychology of the comnunity 
at large. The following activities will be carricd on; 


he Encourage preparation and distribution of nows articles on home 
beautification. 

Be Sponsor 2 scrics of mectings on home benutificatione 

Ce Encourage provision of technical assistance to farmers in planning 
and carrying out homo beautification and improveincnt projectse 

De Conduct home beautification campaign and sccure prizes for winners 
of contcste 

Ee Conduct community beautification project with at least five 4-H Clubse 

Fe Sponsor 147 projocts for beautification of homes, churches and schools 

Ge Encourage establishment of nurscrics in vocational schools to propagate 
nurscry stock as a source of matcrial for improving school, church and 
home grounds.» 

He Encourage home cconomic students to carry on flower garden projects. 

Ie «attempt to cxpand facilitics for tclophone and cloctrie scrvicoe 


i Other Ucceivi tLess 


fie Encourage youth groupsand adults of tonant and other low income 
families to participate in community activities through 4-H Clubs, 
vocational and home cconomic clubs, home demonstration clubs and 
other community organizations. 

Be Farm and home rocords;: 


le Encourage the keeping of farm and home records to be uscd as a 
guide for improving the cconomy of the farm and home, 
2e Encourage members of 48H Clubs, home demonstration clubs and 
vocational and home cconomic students to kccp records on all 
projcoctse 
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SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY AND COUNTY GO.LS 


In order to coordinate the activities of the county and community committccs 
with the work of the action agencies and to make the maximum amount of progress in 


‘the unified program, goals were sect up for the county and cach community. These 


goals include work to be accomplished by the comnittecs and the agricultural agon- 
cies, the difference in the total goals and those shown in Section III to follow 
being the responsibility of the diffcrent comnunity committces. 


The attached card was prepared and approved by the County Committec for use 
of community committecs. This card will be used by the nine community comzittccs 
in making a personal canvas of individual farmers in an effort to stimulate parti-= 
cipation in the program. The committees will be furnished a list of all farmers 
in the comunity as a basis on which to work, 
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LAND USE PLANNING == CASYELL COUNTY 


The unified program in Caswell County represents an effort by farmers and 
the agricultural agencies, including the Extension Service, Farm Security Adminis-= 
tration, Soil Conservation Service, Agricultural Adjustment Administration and 
Vocational Education, to improve agriculture and living conditions. The Land Use 
Planning Program, of which the wmified program is a part, is intended for the best 
interest of every farm and farm family in the countye 


The main objectives in the program for 1940 are: 


(1) Better Farm Organization and Management 
(2) Community and Home Improvement 


Under each of these objectives there are a number of problems set up by the Land 
Use Planning committees that will receive special attention this year. Special 
activities will include terracing, cover crops, crop rotations, pasture improve- 
ment, use of lime and phosphate, reforestation and better forestry management, in- 
crease and improvement of livestock, livesat=home program and improvement of home 
and community. 


The success of the program depends entirely upon the number of farms taking 
part in the above activities, none of which are compulsory but most of which are 
needed or would be beneficial on your farm, Answering the questions on the reverse 
side of this card with definite soals will strengthen the county program and help 
balance your own farm programe 


Jule B. Turner, Chairman 
County LUP Committee 


‘ (Back side of card) 


Name Address Omer ___ Tenant (Check) 


Io what extent will you take part in the Land Use Planning Program? The 
success of the program depends upon your perticipation and assistance. Answer the 
following questions as completely as your present plans will permit. 


1. How many acres of lespedeza will you seed this year? 
2e How many acres of winter cover crops will you seed this year? ‘crimson 
clover ; other winter cover (rye, wheat, rye crass, etc.) 
3. How many acres do you expect to terrace this year? a 
’ 4. How much land, if any, do you plan to set in trees this year? 
how many acres of woodland will you properly thin? 


we 


—— 


5. How many acres of new pasture will you seed this year? " How many 
acres of old pasture will you improve? paar Nel 

6. How many tons of lime will you use this year? Amount of 
phosphate? a A 


7, ‘Jill you start a definite crop rotation on your farm if the County Agent or 
some other person will assist you? 
8, Would you like to have a complete farm plan for your farm in accordance with / 
requirements of the Soil Conservation District? 
9. Will you make a special effort to have a yeareround eae this year? 
10. Will you participate in some definite way in a beautification and improvement 
program for your home and premises? 


ATTEND THE UNIFIED PROGRAM SHORT COURSE YANCEYVILLE MARCH 13 and 14, 
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Section III - Agrcoments with Agencies upon Plans of Work for Year Immediately 


head. PMN ne 


The activities to be undertaken by the different agencies with respect to 
"Better Farm Organization and Management" are grouped into five major projccts as 
outlined below. iA.ctivities under “Conmunity and Home Improvements" ore grouped 
into two major projectse All agencies operating in the county on agricultural 
programs have made commitments of contributions to the action program. These 
agencies are Extension Service, Soil Conservation Service, Farm Sccurity /.dminis- 
tration, Agricultural Adjustment Administration and Vocational Education. Other 
agencies interested in the program but not having mado commitments concerning the 
work in 1940 are NYA, PCA, *JPi.and PEL. Other groups,such as business men, county 
commissioners, County Board of Health, churches, and schools are intcrested and 
will assist materially in the educational phases of the program. Definite com- 
mitments of the land-use planning committees are included in the summary of com- 
munity and county goals. 


The representatives of the several agencies have formed an Agricultural 
Workers Council for the purpose of coordinating their activitics in assisting the 
committecs to carry out the program. Statements of the contributions of each 
agency to cach activity follows 


Commitments of .gencics of the U. Se Department of Agriculture 
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Part I = Better Farm Organization and Management 


ere re ee ee ete A ee ee eter tem re a em Ca a 


jie Extension Scrviccs 
le Erosion Control and Improvement of Soils: 
Qe Torracings 


County agents 

Hold staking demonstrations with 48H Club groupse 

Supervise construction of terraccs on 1,500 acrose 

Negro Agontys 

Hold six mcetings on terracing, including construction of Vedrags. 


De Cover Crops: 


County agents 

Prepare and distribute timely circulars and news lcottcrs. 
Negro ..gents 

Hold two mectings and set up two demonstrations. 


ae Crop Rotations: 


County igent: 

Hold nine community mecetingss 
Negro agents 

Hold one mectinge 
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de Pastures 


County -igent: 
et 200 acres secded in cooperation with FSA and SCSe 
Get limestone and phosphate applicd on 50 acrese 
Negro agent: 
Hold one mecting and set up one domonstratione 


@e Limestone and Phosphates 


Get 50 tons of limestone applied and will stress use of lirestonc 
and phosphate through AAA grantseof-aide 


Forestrys 
ie neforestatLon. 


Get 35 acres sct with secdlingse 
Release circulars. 


be Forcst Managcments: 


County Agents 

Relcasc two news articlese 

Conduct onc demonstration on selcctive cuttings 

Negro Agents 

Conduct one adult domonstration and two 4-H Club domonstrations 
on thinning and selective cutting. 


Tenancy: 


County igonts: 

Hold mecting for discussion of tcnancy and tonant agrcocmontse 

Call educational mectings in cooperation with othcr agcencics when 
decmed advisable. 

Home Demonstration -.gont; 

Assist tenant families through home demonstration cluos in homo 
improvenonte 

Negro Agents 

Encourage Negro tenants to conserve the soil and build up their farms. 
advocate long-time tenure through visits to at least 25 percent of 
Negro tenantse 

Discourage farm ovmership by tonants who lack managerial ability. 


Livestocks 

County igont: 

Assist County Committec in getting Bang's disease control work initiatcd. 
Conduct cducational work to got a law cnactced requiring vaccination of 
all hogs shippcd into countye 

Establish 45 or more livestock projects with 4=H Club memberse 

Promote and assist, in cooperation with FSA, in the placing of a jack 
and more beef bulls in the county. 

Negro Agents 

Places two purcbred dairy bulls in countye 

Encourage farmers to raiso oxtra pigs for sale to supploment income from 
tobaccoe ¥ 
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Livewat=Home Program; 


County and Home Agents: 

Prepare and send out,seasonally, practical plans for year-round gardense 
Hold a series of nine community cducational meetings on “liveeatehoic" 
as a definite part of the farming program,. 

Home Agents 

Conduct demonstrations on food prescrvation and hold mectings of farm 
men and women to discuss and plan for home gardcnse 

Negro Agents 

Hold one meeting on growing more garden produce for saleée 


Hold one meeting and two demonstrations with farmers and four mectin 


with each 4=H Club on food preservation. 


Be Soil Conservation District, Sokl Conservation Service ccopcratings 


le 


Erosion Control and Improvement of Soils: 


ae 


De 


Ce 


de 


Terracing: 


Stake 1,500 acres to be constructed by county terracing unit under 
supervision of Extension Servicce 

Stake and supervise construction of $00 acres of terraces to be 
built by farmers. 

ASsSist in construction of water disposal outlets, meadow strips 
and the initiation of practiccs which will affcct the watcr dise 
posal system for the farms involved. This activity will affect 
approximatcly 4,000 acres of croplande 

Make light terracing equipment and other smali farm cquipment 
available to cooperating farmers on a rental basise 


Cover Crops: 


Encourage the growing of peronnial forage crops on eroding slopcse 
This will include the planting of 190 acresof Kudzu cuttings. 
Strongly advocate use of legumes and cover crops in all farm planse 
Seed 800 acres of peronnial hay. (Includes 190 acres of Xudzu) 


Crop Rotations: 

Assist comunity committecs in holding scrios of soil conservation 
meetings on making completc farm plans, 

Offer assistance to groups of farmers in cach community in making 

plans for cach farm represcntede 

Give technical assistance to 200 farmers in making complotc farm planse 


Pasturcs 

Seed 300 acres pasture (Extcnsion Service cooperating). 

Limestone and Phosphates 

Make available to cooperating farmers the usc of lime sprcadcrs on 


a rental basise 
advocate limestone and phosphate on pasture, hay and small grain. 
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Forestry: 


Qe 


Reforestation: 


Set 40 acres to trccse 
Furnish seedlings to cooperating farmcrse 


be Forest Managements 
Include woodland management in 60 complctc farm plans. 
Tenancys 


incourage and assist in developing longer leases and a higher type of 
tonants» 


Livestocks 


Assist cooperating farmers in planning for sufficicnt fecd and pasture 
for livestoclc. 

Kneourage raising cnough livestock for utilization of developed meadow 
strips and pasturcese 


Farm Security Administrations 


le 


Erosion Control and Tnprovement of Soils: 


Qe 


De 


Ce 


Terracings 


Sponsor cooperative purchase of torracing cquipmcnte 

Make available at least 12 community serviec loans for purchasc of 
terracing equipment where nocdcde 

Assist 50 borrowers in staking and construction of terraccse 

Require all future tenant purchasc borrowcrs to agroc to participato 
in the program of work of the Soil Conservation District and to 
include tho necessary funds in the TP loan to cnablo them to fully 
carry out the soil conservation programe 

Encourage contour cultivation for row cropse 


Cover Cropss 
Require usc of legumes and cover crops in all farm planse 
Crop Rotations: 


uSsist 200 borrowers in making farm plans that will mect ACP soil 
building rcquircmentse 

issist 12 borrowors to execute complete farm plans in accordance 
with rogulations of Soil Conservation Districte 

Require all tcnant- purchase borrowers to cxccute comploteo farm plans, 
including improved pasture, and includo money for sainc in purchase 
loane 

issist all FSi borrowers, who arc owners or who have loases for more 
than one yoar, to sot up definito crop rotationse 
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de Pastures: 


Set up and supervise improved permanent pastures on five farms in 
addition to TP farms. 
Distribute three releases on pasture management in cooperation with 
Extension Service and Soil Conservation Districte 


€« Limestone and Phosphates 


Encourage and assist all TP familics and 25 RR familics to have 
land tested, to make application of lime and phosphate as recom= 
mended and to obtain these materials as a grant-of-aid through the 
ACP program or through a FSA, ACP or RR loans 


Forestry: 
Qe Reforestation: 


Encourage and assist all TP familics and five RR owners to set at 
least one acre per family in trees 


De Forest Manaogoments 


3 


Encourage and assist all TP families and 
timber stand improvement on at lcast onc 


RR owners to initiate 
cre per family. 


9 
=n 
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Tenancy: 


Require cquitablc long-time written leases with tormination clausc for 
all tenant borrowcrs, insofar as possibdlese 

Attempt to inscrt in leases better housing clauscs when necdcede 
Encourage improvement of cquipmcent and additional storage facilitics 
in homcese 

Finance repairs to old buildings and construction of new homes and 
outbuildings where necded on tenant purchasc farms. 

Attempt to make at least six additional tenant purchasc loanse 

Seck cooperation of community Jui and land-usc plamuing committecs in 
locating farms for tenant purchasce 

Do more educational work on landlord-tcnant rclationships with FSA 
borrowers, applicants and landlords by group mectings in cach cormunitys 


Livestock: 


Lttenpt to make community service loans for purchase of a jack and 
purebred bullse 

Attempt to make 10 junior club loans for purchasing purcorcd livestocke 
Require that covery borrower make provision for onc or more milk cows 
and further make provision for fccding and caring for these cows. 
Promote cooperative pastures as a community cnterprisc. 

Encourage placing of 20 brood sows with F&- clicnts and a flock of not 
less than 25 chickens for each FSi family in the county. 
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Liveeat=Home Programs: 


Encourage the use of part of loan for owners to plant small orchards 
and vineyards where practical including small fruits and berrics. 
Require all families to make adequate provision in FSA loans for 
canning supplics.e 

Encourage every family to have 1/10 acre per person of year-round 
vegetable garden, plus sweetpotatocs, Irish potatocs, turnips, etce, 
including at loast 12 vegetables planted in scasone 

Encourage all borrowers to grow wheat for flour or substitute non- 
cash crops, livestock or livestock products to be sold or exchanged 
for breade 

Roquire provision in farm plan for the production of an adequate supply 
of meat and lard for home uscee 

Encourage planting of sorghum whore a mill is available. 


agricultural idjustment .dministrations 


Erosion Control and Improvement of Soils: 
Qe Terracings 


Fneourage farmors to construct torraces as a part of the Lgricule 
tural consorvation Progra 


De Cover Crops: 
Attempt to get 4,000 acres of crimson clover and 4, 000 acres of eld 
wintcr cover sccded to be turned in 1941. 
attompt to got 10,000 acres of lespcedeza seceded for summer covers 

Ce Crop Rotations: 

(Scc contributions of Extension Service.) 


Ge Pasturcs 


Attempt to get 200 acres secded as a part of the igricultural 
Conscrvation Programe 


Ge Limestone and Phosphates: 


Attempt to distribute 2,500 tons of limestone and 50 tons of 
triplco-supcerphosphato through grants=ofeaide 


Forestry: 
Qe Reforcstations 

ittempt to get 25 acres sct in trocse 
be Forest Managements 


Initiate propcr thinning of 50 across 
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Se Tenancys 


Moke pro rata share of benefit payments to tenants cooperating in 
Agricultural Conservation programe 


4. Livestocks 
(See contributions of Extension Servico.) 
Se Live-at-Home Programs 


Make special cffort to get 2,500 gardens established in 1940 in 
accordance with specifications required for unit credit in AAA regulations. 


Part II - Comnunity and Home Improvoments 
fie Extonsion Service 
le Health: 


Home Demonstration Agents 

Assume loadership through organized clubs to promote better health 
conditionse 

Negro Agents 

Have doctors address four educational mectingse 


2e Beautification and Improvements 


County Agents 

Prepare news articles on home bcautification. 

Assist farmers with home beautification and improvement projects. 

Work with farmers in getting rural clectric lincse 

Home Demonstration Agents 

Conduct home beautification campaign with prizes to be awarded to winnorse 
Conduct community beautification projcct with five 4—H Clubs. 


Se Other Activiticss 


Require all 4-i1 club and home demonstration club mombers to kcep records 
on projectse 
Encourage the keeping of farm and home managonent records to bo used as 
a guide for improving the economy of tho farm and homce 
' Encourage youth groups and adults of tenant and other low income familics 
to take part in comunity activity through 46H Clubs, homc demonstration 
clubs and othcr community organizationse 


Be Farm Scecurity Administrations 
le Health: 
Require all borrowers to participate in a medical care program or set 


up medical fund in joint-controlled bank accounte 
Emphasize improved sanitation. 
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2e Boautification and Improvements 


Encourage all borrowers to do home beautification and improvement. 
Make available to eligible borrowers 20-ycar loans for home improvenent 
and basis soil treatment. 


Se Other Activitics: 


Require oll FSi clients to kecp farm and home management records to be 
used as & guide for improving the economy of the farm and homes 

Encourage youth groupsand adults of FS: and other low income familics 

to participate in community activity through 4-! Clubs, honc demonstration 
clubs and other comnunity organizations. 


Coumitments of Department of Vocational Education 
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Ae Erosion Control and Soil Taprovcments 
le Torracings 

Supervise staking 750 acrose 
Ze Cover Crops: 

Stress cover crops and legumes in classroom tcaching and community scrvicce 
Se Crop Rotations; 

Teach and domonstrate propor rotations in classroom and fiold activitics. 
4, Pastures: 


Require one acro of improved pasture por animal unit for cach livestoc!: 
projcocte 


5¢ Limestone and Phosphatos 
Eneourage use of limostone on all hay cropse 
Be Forestry: 
Conduct four domonstrations in thinning and sclective cutting. 
Stress bettcr forestry managoment through student and adult classes and 
community scrvicce 
Gs Tonancy: 
assist tenants in improving living conditions by the following scrviccss 
l. Supervision of students in making secrecns for usc at their homose 
2e Wiring tconant houses for electricity without charge. 
3e Helping to install water systoms, scwage disposal systoms, otce 


4, Assisting students through classroom instruction and supervised practices 
to improvo conditions on the farm. 
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Se Discussion of various types of landlord=tenant agreements in classrooms, 

6. Execution of written agreements with student, father and vocational 
teacher on all projects for the purpose of stimulating interest in 
written agreoments between landlords and tenants. 


De. Livestock: 


Encourage blood tested flocks and the purchase of quality baby chickse 
Encourage through studont and adult classes an increase and improvement 

of livestock. 

Assist in placing one purebred boar and one purebred bull in one community. 
Conduct cducational work to get more. milk cows on farms and establish milk 
routcSe 


Part II = Comaunity and Home Improvenents 


i. Healths 
Emphasize health through proper dict, sanitation, ctce 
Be Boautification and Improvements 


Start school nurscrics in four schools to propagate nursery stock for 
improving home, school and church grounds 

Supervise flower garden project with home cconomics studcnte 

Hold meetings on home beautification. 

Work with formers in getting rural telephone service and clectric power lines. 


Cy Ocher Activitioss 


Require vocational agriculture and home cconomics students to kecp rcocords 
on all projectse 

Encourage the kecping of farm and home management records to be used as a 
guide for improving the economy of the farm and honce 

Encourage youth groupsand adults of tenant and other low income families 

to participate in comunity activity through vocational agriculture and hone 
cconomics clubs, 4=H clubs, home dcmonstration clubs and othcr community 
organizations. ! 

Organize “outeof=school" group (boys and girls, 16=25 ycars) for discussion 
of farm and home problems and for recrcation. 


Modification of Present Programs 


ee 


ill agencics operating in tho county have agreed to coordinate their work 
in such 2 way as to give tho maximum amount of assistance to the Comittee in its 
activities. This will be done through on igricultural “Jorkers Council which has 
been organized for that purposce 


The Extonsion Service has omploycd a Negro agent in order to cxpand its 
educational work with the Negro populations 


The Farm Security idministration is adding one additional technician to its 
staff to porform the additional dutics made necessary by increascd demand for 
servicose Sono of its roquiremonts of borrowers will be adjusted to insure 
participation in the land-use planning programe | 
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The Soil Conservation Service will initiate a plan under which farmers will 
be given assistance in making farm plans in groups in order that more farmors may 
receive assistance. Sufficient personnel will be provided to supply the domand 
for complete farm plans, NYA students will be trained by Soil Conservation Dis- 

- trict technicians for staking terraces to supply the increased demand for such 
_ servicess 


; Resolution on Drainage 


The following resolution with respect to drainage projects was adopted by 
the County Land=-Use Planning Committee and is submitted as a part of the wnificd 
program reports: 


Tho County Land-Use Planning Committec approves the recommendations 
made by the community committecs that technical assistance be requcsted 
for investigation of the feasibility of drainage cnterpriscs along 

Moon, Hogans, Rattlesnake, Hyco and Lynch crecks, the upper reachcs 
of Country Line Creek and Horsleys Branch. The Comittee believes 
thet any drainage entcrprises along these streams should be carricd 

; on in conjunction with intcnsive erosion control work to insure per-= 
manent results. Realizing the importance of drainage of these arcas 
to reclaim them for agricultural usc, the Committee requests that the 
Ue Se Department of agriculture provide tochnical assistance by a 
drainage cnginecr from onc of its agencics to make a preliminery 
investigation of the feasibility of establishing drainage entcrpriscs 
in theso arcase 


ipproval of County Land-Use Planning Comitteo 


The Caswell County Land=-Use Planning Cormittee herewith submits to the 
State Land-Use Planning Comaiittec the unified program for Caswell County for 1940 
as outlined in the forogoing reporte 


Je Be TURNER, 
Chairman. 


Je E, ZIMMERMAN, 
Sceretary. 
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2 Signatures of Agency Representatives 
to Program Agreement 


The undersigned agencies agree to contribute to the activities outlined 
- by the County Land=Use Planning Committec to tho extent indicated in the foregoing 
report, insofar as time and personnel will pormite 


(Signed) J, EB. Zimmerman _, County sgont 
(Signed) Maude Le Scarcy __, Home Dome agent 


(Signed) Dewey Williamson , Negro Agent 


Extension Service 


(Signed ) Wills Ee Boykin 
Soil Conservation Service 


(Signed) Comnic Be Gay 
Farm Security administration 


(Signed ) ie Ie Park 
Vocational Education 

ipproveds 
(Signed) Ie QO» Schaub _ 

"Expansion Services - 
(Signed) Ee Be Garrett 

Soil Conscrvation Scorvice 

(Signed) Vanec Ee Swift 


Farm Security Administration 


(Signed) Ee Ye Floyd 
iigricultural idje s.dministration 


(Signed) Roy He Thomas 
Vocational Bducation 
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SUGARY OF PROBLEMS AND GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


The following outline is a summary of county-wide problems and general 
recommendations for their solution or alleviation prepared by the County 
Committee from conclusions reached by the several community committees in 
Caswell County. No attempt is made in this summary to set up definite pro- 
jects or fix responsibility with respect to these problems. However, they 
will provide a basis for development of a unified program in Caswell County. 


I. Soil Erosion and Depleted Soils 


Soil erosion, which ranges from mild sheet erosion in limited areas 
to severe sheet erosion and deep gullies throughout most of the County, 
is one of the most serious problems of a county-wide nature. Thousands 
of acres have been forced out of cultivation by the ravages of erosion 
and many farms have been reduced to a very low state of productivity by 
soil depleting practices which have been major factors in accelerating 
the erosion problem. 


Recommendations: 


1. Terrace construction on all land adapted to that method 
of erosion control. 

2 Increased use of cover crops including winter and summer 
legumes, 

Se Crop rotations including soil building crops. 

4, Reforestation where needed and better woodland management. 

5. Strip cropping and contour cultivation. 

6. Development of more and better pastures. 

7. Use of limestone and phosphate. 

8. Special supervised demonstrations of practices named above. 


II, Farm Tenancy 


Caswell is one of 16 counties in North Carolina in which more than 
65 percent of the farm operators are tenants. Farm tenancy and the one-~ 
crop system of farming prevalent throughout the County go hand-in-hand 
and contribute greatly to the problems of soil erosion and depleted soilss 
The welfare of tenant families varies from yecsr to year with the price of 
tobacco but their social anc economic status is generally poor. 


Recommendations: 


l. Types of agreements better suited to the needs of landlords 
and tenants. 

és Longer duration of landlord-tenant agreements. 

5. Improved housing. 

4, Discouragement of frequent migration. 

5. Assistance to worthy tenants in becoming landowners, 
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Poor Farm Organization and fianagement - Lack of Diversification 


The need for better farm organization and management and a greater 
diversity of crops and farm enterprises is indicated by the following 
conditions which are evident in all parts of the County; 


1. Dependence upon tobacco as the only source of cash income. 

2e Lack of sufficient food and feed crops to supply home needs. 

Se Deficiency of livestock products for home use. 

4. Improper balance between livestock enterprises and crop 
production. 

5e Improper balance between soil improvement and soil depleting 
CLOUDS 

6s High percentage of idle land on farms. 


Recommendations: 


1. Additional sources of income from crops. 

2e Establishment of supplementary income through livestock. 
oe Preservation of food and feed. 

4. Promote program for holding and building soils. 


Deficiency and Poor Quality of Livestock 


The deficiency of livestock in the County is showm by the 1935 Us S. 
Census which reported less than two cattle of all ages per farm. An 
average of less than eight brood sows for each 100 farm units was indi- 
cated. The average farm flock of poultry is very inadequate. The 
quality of livestock is poor, the number of purebred animals being 
extreely small, 


Recommendations: 


l. Increase in number of milk and meat aniuals for home 
consumption. 

2 Increase in number of milk and meat animals, and by= 
products for salee 

Se Encourage participation of 4-H club members and 
vocational students in livestock projects. 

4, Encourage utilization of all facilities for purchase 
of better livestock. 

5. Secure adoption of program for eradication of Bang's 
diseases 

6, Promotion of better pastures. 


Weed for Public Health Service 


The County has no full-time public health service in cooperation with 
the state Board of Health; consequently, little advantage is taken of the 
opportunities available for free services, since the State Board of Health 
does not operate in counties which do not have organized health service. 
This type of service is greatly needed on account of the high percentage 
of low income families in this County who are not financially able to 
Obtain prover medical care. 
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Recommendations 


Investigation of possibility of securing cooperation betweer 
the County and State for public health services 


Depleted Forest Resources and Lack of Proper Voodland l.anagement 


Forest products have been practically exhausted. There is very 
little saw timber left in he. County and fuel wood for curing tobacco is 
scarce in many localities. So few seed trees of desirable species have 
been left that reforestation is taking place with "scrub" pine which has 
little commercial value. ioodland management is confined mostly to a 
limited number of special demonstrations which have been started during 
the past five years. 


Recommendations: 


1. Reforestation of farm waste land and badly eroded lands to 
y 

be retired from cultivetione 

Ze Selective cutting, 

Se Protection from forest firese 

4. Replacement of "scrub" pine: with better species of 
P is is 

De Special forestry demonstrations and field meetings. 


trecese 


Poor Drainage 


This problem occurs only in restricted areas along certain creeks 
but it is an important problem where it exists. Obstruction of streams 
by logs and other debris, and washing in of sand from the hillsides has 


caused a semi-flooded condition of the bottomlands, Much formerly pro- 
ductive land has been made useless by this drainage problem. 


Recommendations: 


1. Protection through proser culture and care (trees or grass) 
of watershed areas adjacent to streams. 

2e “emoval of obstructions from stream beds. 

Se Preliminary surveys to determine feasibility of stream 
clearances. 


Need for Secondary Farm-to-Market Road Inprovement 


The County is fairly well supplied with main hard surfaced highways 
and the connecting roads are numerous enough to serve most of the 
localities. However, some of the secondary roads become practically 
impassable at times during the winter and others are too narrow and 
crooked for safety. Some connecting roads have been only partially com- 
pleted and serve as outlets in only one direction. 


Recommendations $ 
l. Widening and straightening certain connecting roads. 


2e,curfacing certain roads with gravel to insure year-round 
travel in safety. 
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Se Completion of certain connecting roads where 
nertie li Pals 

4, Consideration by maintenance crews of damage to 
farming land in the construction of road water 
outlets. 


Need for Adjustments in ASA Program 


Adjustments might be made in the AAA program which would be 
beneficial to the County in encouraging better farming practices. Two 
suggestions offered are (1) increased payments for year-round gardcns 
and (2) permission to receive limestone and phosphate for all earned 
payments instead of a parte 


Recommendations 


Study by special committee of adjustments in the AAA 
program to be recommended. 


bh 


Need for Additional Personnel for Agricultural Duty in County 

None of the agricultural agencies operating in the County has suf 
ficient personnel to perform the additional services needed to insure 
the success of the unified county program. The present number of 
workers is inadequate to carry on the work required under normal condi- 
tions without any expansion of programs. 


Recommendations: 


l. Extension Service: Employment of an additional Assistant 
County Agent, an Assistant Home Agent and a Negro 
Home Agent. 

2. Farm Security Administration: Assistant Farm Supervisor 
and an Assistant Home lianagement Supervisor. 

oe Soil Conservation Service: Employment of additional 
technicians to meet increased demand. 

4, Vocational Education; Employment of additional 
vocational teachers, 


Need for a Reconnaissance Soil Survey 


The soil survey map and report of the County, published in 1906, 
has become obsolete and is wholly inadequate for present needSe 


Recommendations 


Request Federal agencies to make a reconnaissance survey to 
supplement the information given on the present map. 
Wildlife Refuge 


There are no public wildlife refuges in the County nor any other 
means of protection for wild game, except_legal control of hunting 
seasons. Wild game has become scarce throughout most of the County. 
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Recommendations 


Request the Federal Government to establish a wild game 
refuge on the Land Utilization Project Area. 


Insufficient Farm Machinery 


Lack of adequate farm machinery is an important factor in soil 
conservation and in the production of a sufficient quantity of food and 
feed. Many farmers fail to plant enough acreage of grain and legumes 
due to lack of machinery to harvest the crop. iliany others fail to build 
terraces because terracing equipment is not available at the wroper time. 


Recommendations: 


le Cooperative purchase cf harvesting machinery for small 
grain and legume seed. 
2e Cooperative purcnase of farm-sized terracing equipment. 


County Library and Traveling Library Facilities 


Better library facilities are badly needed. The County has only 
one very small public library. It is located in Yanceyville and serves 
only the people in that community. 


Recommendations 


Organization of a county library association through which 
the services of the State Library Commission can be 
utilized to secure traveling library facilities. 


Beautification and Improvement Program 


There is evident need for such a program to improve the appearance 
of farm homes and also public buildings and groundse liany abandoned 
farm buildings,such as old tobacco barns,detract from the appearance 
of the farmstead. Many public grounds, such as church grounds and school 
grounds, can be improved greatly b» organized community effort without 
excessive expense, Repainting of farm homes and other buildings where 
possible and better care in storage or arrangement of farming implements 
when not in use would add to the attractiveness of the homes and 
communities. 


Recomnendations: 


1. Removal of unsightly abandoned buitdings from 
farm premiseSe 

2e Improvement of farmstead appearance by giving more 
thought and care to disposition of farm equipment 
when not in usé» 

Se Improvement of yards and lawns, 

4, Painting of buildings where feasible. 
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XVI. Need for a County Recreational: Center 


The County has no public recreational facilities with the exception 
of one small club house and lake on a l5d-acre site. This is inadequate 
to serve the needs of the people. Organizations, such as 4-H Clubs 

and vocational classes,and other groups which would make use of such 
facilities and contribute toward their maintenance have, at the present 
time, no suitable or convenient place for recreational meetings. 


hecommendationss 


1. Improvement of present elub house and groundse 


or 


@, Request that a part of the Federal Land Utilization 
Project Site be developed as a recreational center. 


COMMUNITY PROBLEMS 


A few other problems of a local nature were named in various communities 
as both worthwhile and needy and are listed here along with the problems of 
a county-wide nature; 
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more complete electric power services 
community telephone service 

community centers. 

cafeteria or hot lunch facilities in schools. 
community canning equipment. 

WPA or other supplementary employment through 


the winter months for some classes of people. 
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